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Day 2: Session II - Technological and Financial Innovation for

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Scale-up in the ECOWAS.

Description:

The Technological and Innovation Session at the ECOWAS Sustainable Energy Forum (ESEF) aim at

spotlighting the rapid technological changes and innovations that are taking place in the energy sector.

Innovation is known to bring added value by improving existing systems, processes and technologies. It helps

to identify gaps and opportunities to enhance efficiency and overcome barriers to adoption. Clean Energy

technological innovation invariably enable cost reduction and rapid decarbonization of the energy sector to

meet long term policy goals such as the Paris agreement and the Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG 7).

In this session, we will have the opportunity to witness clear examples of some game-changing innovations in

the electricity sector for both off grid and grid systems such as smart metering, smart grids, improved panel

efficiency, energy delivery models and all others that all aim to bring sustainable energy to millions of ECOWAS

citizens that are currently without, creating jobs and contributing to the region’s energy transition.

This year, the session on innovation will combine innovation in technology as well as financing, as funds still

remain a major barrier to bringing innovative technologies to market.



Day 2: Session II - Technological and Financial Innovation for

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Scale-up in the ECOWAS.

Overarching Questions:

● What are drivers for technology innovation and what successful innovative local solutions have been witnessed

and should be widely adopted/or scaled up in the region?

● What challenges do the innovators in the region face and how can these voices be heard at the policy-making

levels?

● How can the clean energy market be stimulated enough to mobilize private finance to help in sharing the

investment risks of not yet commercial-scale demonstrators?

● Considering funding commitments made at COP26, how can least developing countries mobilize climate finance

to support adoption of technologies and what other innovative financial mechanisms are available for scaling up

renewable energy?

● Should there be considerations for an innovation fund for the region to find and support early-stage sustainable

energy innovators and projects and how will such a fund be raised, managed and administered. What role can

organizations like ECREEE, AfDB etc. play in this process to scale up innovation for RE?
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Time and Proposed format of the session- Moderator is free to review Format!

“Panel discussions and additional Presentation”

1. Setting the scene - 1 on 1 interviews with panelists:

● Introduction 1: 5 minutes

● Introduction 2: 5 minutes

● Introduction 3: 5 minutes

● Introduction 4: 5 minutes

● Introduction 5: 5 minutes

● Moderated discussion for 15 minutes on innovation.

● Presentation 10 Minutes

2. Interactive discussion 

Moderated discussion for 20 minutes on Innovative Financing 

3. Interactive discussion with the three interviewees 

● Q&A with the audience for 5 minutes
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Moderator : Alois MHLANGA, Chief of Climate Technology Innovation Division in the Department of 

Energy, UNIDO.

Panelists:

● Yoann Lefole, Victron Energy 

● SANI LAOUALI ADDOH Chafi, IPREN- Smart’Op

● Olugbenga Olubanjo, REEDI

● Enam Akoetey-Eyiah, Principal Consultant, The International REC Standard Foundation (IREC)

● Jeremiah Garwo Sokan, Sr. National Coordinator National Climate Change Secretariat Liberia and 

GCF Board Member

● Timothy Afful-Koomson, Chief Climate Finance Officer, African Development Bank (AfDB).

Annex 1: Speakers Bios
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Mr. Alois Posekufa Mhlanga is the Chief of Climate Technology

Innovation Division in the Department of Energy at the United Nations

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). He has over 20 years of

experience in the sustainable energy and climate change field and is

passionate about the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in climate

action and the energy transition. He was responsible for flagship

programmes in UNIDO such as the establishment of the regional centres

for renewable energy and energy efficiency in the ECOWAS and SADC

regions and the Global Cleantech Innovation Programme. Before joining

UNIDO, Alois was a Renewable Energy Expert at the African

Development Bank managing investments in sustainable energy across

Africa. Before that, he was the Principal Sustainable Energy Expert at

the Southern Centre for Energy and Environment and a Lecturer at the

University of Zimbabwe.
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SANI LAOUALI ADDOH Chafi, born August 16, 1989 in Niamey, is an oil and energy

engineer by training. He founded the company IPREN (Institute for Production and Research

in New Energies), a company specializing in social research and innovations adapted to

renewable energies. IPREN is specialized in promoting smart agriculture with energy use.

“Thanks to the combination of artificial intelligence technology and OIT, the solutions offered

by IPREN meet the aspirations but above all the social problems of the Nigerien population.

This would allow the company to achieve its goal: to accelerate socio-economic and

sustainable development through technological solutions. With IPREN, Mr. SANI has won

several prestigious awards including that of the IOM and the Tony Elumelu Fund, etc.

SANI LAOUALI ADDOH Chafi, né le 16 Aout 1989 à Niamey, il est ingénieur pétrolier et

énergétique de formation. Il a fondé l’entreprise IPREN (Institut de Production et de

Recherche en Energies Nouvelles), une entreprise spécialisée dans les recherches et

innovations sociales adaptées aux énergies renouvelable s. “ Grace à la combinaison de la

technologie d’intelligence artificielle et de OIT, les solutions proposées par IPREN répondent

aux aspirations mais surtout aux problèmes sociaux de la population nigérienne. Ce qui

permettrait à l’entreprise d’atteindre son objectif : accélérer le développement socio-

économique et durable à travers des solutions technologiques. Avec IPREN, M. SANI a

gagné plusieurs prix prestigieux dont celui de l’OIM et du Tony Elumelu Fund, etc.”
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Olubanjo Olugbenga (Olu) is the Founder & CEO of Reeddi. Reeddi’s mission is to bridge the gap of accessibility

through limitless and sustainable innovation. Reeddi’s award winning innovation, the Reeddi Capsule leverages a

proprietary hardware-as-a service model to provide clean, reliable, and affordable electricity to individuals,

households, and businesses operating in the energy-poor regions of the world.

Reeddi Capsule currently serves more than 600 combined households and businesses monthly in Nigeria and

have been recognized by organizations including MIT, Stanford, Cisco, IEEE (Institute of Electrical and

Electronics Engineer), and ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers), World Energy Council, and the

German Energy Agency. The Reeddi Capsule was recently announced as one of Prince William's 1 million

pounds prestigious EarthShot Prize 15 finalists. The Innovation was also recently named one of Time’s (Time

Magazine) Best Invention of 2021.

Olu was awarded the John Wesley J. Hall Award for Excellence in Entrepreneurship at the University of Toronto

Black Graduation Celebration. He also received the University of Toronto 2019 Social Innovation Award. In

addition, he was one of the ten outstanding entrepreneurs selected as a BP OneYoungWorld Advancing Energy

Scholarship for his innovative approach to business and obsession with social & environmental impact.

Beyond his startup, Olu has proffered innovative solutions to companies and Industry leaders. He was awarded a

Distinction Award by Fashion Zone in Ryerson University for his innovative solution proposed to Oxford Properties

Group, Canada. Olu has a keen interest in using entrepreneurship for social and environmental impact. He was

the former Co-chairs of the Massey College Entrepreneurship Committee and Massey College Community

Service Committee. A life mission he holds dearly, Olu constantly seeks to make a globally beneficial social,

environmental, and economic impact with technology and market-creating innovations.
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Enam Akoetey-Eyiah is the I-REC Standard Foundation regional representative for

West and Central Africa. She is responsible for supporting country registration and

issuance of renewable energy certificates.

She founded reNew, a pioneering carbon asset development company in Ghana

following the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol in 2006, negotiating and selling

her first carbon credits in 2008 on the voluntary market. She has created project for

both compliance and voluntary markets in forestry and energy efficiency.

She has advised government, corporates, and public agencies on carbon markets,

measurement, reporting and verification of Scope 2 emissions. She registered

Ghana as an I-REC Standard issuance country and is preparing issuance for over 8

million renewable energy certificates.

She’s the convenor of the African Green Growth webinar series.
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Yoann Le Fol is the regional manager for West and Central

Africa at Victron Energy, a renowned battery-inverter

manufacturer. He started his career in the off-grid energy

sector 10 years ago with experiences in different african

countries as engineer and project manager. Since 2016, he

oversees Victron activities in more than 20 African countries

as well as the development of innovative PAYGo solar

solutions. In 2021, Yoann joined the ARE (Alliance for Rural

Electrification) board of directors. He holds a M.Eng in

environmental engineering and a M.Sc in renewable energy

management.
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Jeremiah Garwo Sokan, Sr, serves as the National Coordinator of the National Climate Change

Secretariat/ EPA- Liberia. Serves as the Board Member of the Green Climate Fund, representing

the 47 Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Sokan served as Deputy Minister for Regional &

Sectorial Planning, Ministry of Planning & Economics Affairs of Liberia. He worked in Public

Accountancy sector in the USA for about a decade, particularly in Auditing.

Over the past decade & half, Mr. Sokan professionally held senior managerial positions in

Governments, UN System, NGO, Corporate Business sector in Africa and United States of

America.

As trained Accountant (holds Master Degree in Accounting), with profound experience in Financial

management , Mr. Sokan plays leading role in mobilising climate finance in Liberia, especially from

the Green Climate Fund. Over 6 year period, through his leadership at NCCS, Liberia mobilized

over 60 millions in Climate finance for Climate smart development.

He continue to add value in the project Management and resource mobilisation in Liberia, the

Region and Internationally. A Liberian by birth, Sokan traveled the world extensively with a wide

professional network of Technicians, High level Diplomatic connections and Senior Government

officials.


